
Senators' Bill to Mandate 
Ethanol Option for All 

Vehicles  
 
http://www.renewableenergyaccess.c
om/rea/news/story?id=39334 
  
Sen. Dick Lugar joined Sens. Tom 
Harkin (D-IA) and Barack Obama (D-
IL) in introducing the Fuel Security 
and Consumer Choice Act. This bill 
would require all U.S. marketed 
vehicles to be manufactured as 
Flexible Fuel Vehicles (FFVs) within 
ten years.  
 
FFVs can use both regular gasoline 
and E-85 renewable fuel (motor fuel 
with 85 percent ethanol content). 
This capability would ensure access 
to an important alternative to foreign 
petroleum in the future as the 
nation's renewable fuels industry 
continues to expand rapidly.        
 
"Flexible Fuel Vehicles play an 
important role in increasing our use 
of renewable fuels and decreasing 
our dependence on foreign oil. 
America's insatiable appetite for oil 
places our nation in a precarious 
situation of reliability on regions that 
have become increasingly hostile to 
us," Lugar said. "This bill would 
complement the exciting advances in 
the energy bill that Congress passed 

earlier this year that more than 
doubled the production and use of 
domestic renewable fuels. Passage of 
this legislation would send an 
important signal to the market that 
renewable fuels...will be fully 
embraced by our nation.        "       
 
The bill would require 10 percent of 
vehicles sold in the U.S. be FFVs 
within 18 months of passage. The 
requirement would increase by 10 
percent for each subsequent model 
year resulting in all new vehicles 
being FFVs within ten years.  
 
Earlier this year, Lugar led 21 
bipartisan Senators in introducing the 
Fuels Security Act to more than 
double the production and use of 
domestic renewable fuels including 
ethanol, biodiesel and fuels produced 
from cellulosic biomass. This 
legislation laid the groundwork for 
the renewable fuels section of the 
energy bill that passed the Congress 
in July 2005.  
 

Michigan E85 Pumps See 
Traffic Following Openings 

 
Peter's Green Islands Renewable 
Fuels Center in Greenville has 
reported that they have seen steady 
traffic over the last 3 months. They 
have averaged just over 5000 gallons 

per month, and continue to get lots 
of interest in E85. “We have even 
had a few people decide to purchase 
FFV to replace existing vehicles,” said 
station owner Michael Petersen.  A 
few customers have said their 
mileage has dropped 5-7 mpg and 
they can not justify using E85 with 
such a mileage drop. “I believe we 
are doing good with the product for 
the rural area we are in and hope to 
see continued growth and support for 
the ethanol market.”  
 
Sales at the CITGO pump in 
Southfield have averaged 10,000—
15,000 gallons sold per month since 
their opening in October, and the 
Dearborn Heights pump 3,000—5,000 
per month. Station owner John 
Dimartini believes the difference may 
be due to dispenser visibility. 
 

CMPM Joins NEVC 
 

The Corn Marketing Program of 
Michigan (CMPM) joined the National 
Ethanol Vehicle Coalition (NEVC). The 
NEVC is a non-profit membership 
organization that promotes the use of 
E85. This will increase the utilization 
of E85 with funding from NEVC to 
businesses and other entities in 
Michigan. Those interested in placing 
more infrastructure in the state are to 
contact NEVC directly to have them  
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Michigan Ethanol Plants 

 Great Lakes Ethanol 

 Superior Corn Products 

 Andersons, Inc. 

 Michigan Ethanol  Caro 

Riga  
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 63 million gallons, denatured 
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 Online 
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Under Construction 
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 Company Location  Size and Nature Status 

Marysville Ethanol Marysville 50 million gallons, denatured  Site Preparation; In DEQ Permitting 
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http://www.michigan.gov/biomass 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 

survey the validity of the project for 
funding and provide them with what  
service, funding, and information 
they determine fit. Michigan has no 
set minimum or maximum amount of 
funding they will receive from NEVC.  
 
Ford and VeraSun Announce 
Partnership to Drive Ethanol 

Infrastructure 
 

Ford Motor Company announced a 
first-of-a-kind partnership with 
VeraSun Energy Corporation, a 
renewable energy company. This 
partnership builds on a commitment 
to American innovation made in a 
speech delivered by Ford Chairman 
and CEO Bill Ford to employees on 

Sept. 21. The initiative will expand 
the fueling infrastructure to support 
flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) capable 
of running on up to 85 percent 
ethanol (E85). 
 
With approximately five million FFVs 
on the road today, E85 has great 
potential as an alternative fuel. E85 is 
an alternative transportation fuel 
made from a blend of 85 percent 
ethanol and 15 percent gasoline that 
can be used in FFVs. Only about 500 
of the more than 180,000 fuel 
stations in the U.S. currently offer 
E85. Ford and VeraSun will increase 
the number of stations offering E85, 
particularly in Midwest markets where 
ethanol availability is growing. 
 

The Ford/VeraSun partnership will 
concentrate on growing the E85 
infrastructure in 2006. The initiative 
will serve to convert existing fuel 
pumps to VeraSun's branded E85 - 
VE85 - in existing retail outlets. A 
consumer awareness campaign to 
promote the benefits and use of E85 
will also be launched. Local retail 
outlets and Ford dealerships will be 
asked to participate in the campaign. 
 
Ford is offering four new models with 
the flexible fuel technology option for 
2006, including America's best-selling 
vehicle – the Ford F-150. The Ford 
Crown Victoria, Mercury Grand 
Marquis and Lincoln Town Car also 
offer the E85 option. 
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Serving Michigan...Serving You 

11th Annual Renewable Fuels 
Association National Ethanol 
Conference 
February 20-22, 2006 
JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort and 
Spa, Las Vegas, Nevada 
http://www.ethanolrfa.org/nec.shtml  

Harvesting Clean Agri-Energy 
Conference 
March 15 
Horizons Center, Saginaw, MI 
http://www.michigan.gov/
deqworkshops 
 

BIO 2006 Annual International 
Convention 
April 9-12, 2005 
Chicago, Illinois 
http://www.bio.org/events/2006/ 

Calendar of Events 
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